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Bos-weirs defence of his Latin.      [A.D. 1766.
'To DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON.
' Auchinleck, Nov. 6, 1766. 'MucH ESTEEMED AND DEAR SIR,
' I plead not guilty to1****************** *********_
' Having thus, I hope, cleared myself of the charge brought against me, I presume you will not be displeased if I escape the punishment which you have decreed for me unheard. If you have discharged the arrows of criticism against an innocent man, you must rejoice to find they have missed him, or have not been pointed so as to wound him.
'To talk no longer in allegory, I am, with all deference, going to offer a few observations in defence of my Latin, which you have found fault with.
' You think I should have used spei prittus, instead of spei altera. Spes is, indeed, often used to express something on which we have a future dependence, as in Virg. Eclog. i. 1. 14,
" -- modo namque gemellos
Spem gregis ah silice in nudd. connixa reliquit" and hi Georg. iii. I. 473,
" Spemque gregemque simul"
for the lambs and the sheep. Yet it is also used to express any thing on which we have a present dependence, and is well applied to a man of distinguished influence, our support, our refuge, our presidium, as Horace calls Maecenas. So, ^Eneid xii. 1. 57, Queen Amata addresses her son-in-law Turnus : — " Spes tu nunc iina ;" and he was then no future hope, for she adds,
" - deais imperiumque Latini Te penes ,•"
which might have been said of my Lord Bute some years ago. Now I consider the present Earl of Bute to be " Excclstz families de Bute spes prima ;" and my Lord Mountstuart, as his eldest son, to be "spes altera" So in JEneid xii. 1. 168, after having mentioned Pater ./Eneas, who was the present spes, the reigning spes, as my German friends would say, the spes prima, the poet adds,
" Et juxta Ascanius, magnce spes alter a Roma"
1 The passage omitted explained the transaction to which the preceding letter had alluded.   BOSWELL.
'Youwillingly co-operate.' AWM/*, Hmp. in. 'To him that livri well,' answered the hermit, 'every form of life in good ; m»r t'.tn I ^ive any other rule for choice than to remove from till apparent evil.' //«. chap. 21. 'Youn^ man,1 said Omar, 'it I'H of little tine t«> form pUiiH of life.' TAcMer,}tn. lot,
